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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 10, 2024

SATURDAY, MARCH 9

The Mass of Anticipation for the 4th Sunday of Lent
4:00PM Gordon & Jeanne Scott—Memorial
SUNDAY, MARCH 10

The Fourth Sunday of Lent
7:30 AM  Evelyn & Michael Simon—Memorial
9:00AM Bethany Briggs—17th Anniversary
10:30AM  Helen King—Memorial
5:00PM Nicholas Campanella—6th Anniversary

MONDAY, MARCH 11

Lenten Weekday
7:30AM Pauline Cashore—Memorial
12:05PM William Barrett—Memorial

TUESDAY, MARCH 12
Lenten Weekday
7:30AM Don Boyle—Birthday Remembrance
12:05PM Evelyn, Domenic, & Thomas Scialla—Memorial
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13
Lenten Weekday
7:30AM  Thomas Vespia—Memorial
12:05PM Ronald Verri—Memorial
THURSDAY, MARCH 14
Lenten Weekday
7:30AM  Margaret Armstrong—Memorial
12:05PM Theresa, Pauline, & Joseph Salvatore—Memorial
FRIDAY, MARCH 15
Lenten Weekday
7:30AM  Anne & Leo McGuire—Memorial
12:05PM Richard Narcessian—Memorial
SATURDAY, MARCH 16

Lenten Weekday
8:30AM  Bill Daly—Birthday Remembrance
The Mass of Anticipation for the 5th Sunday of Lent
4:00PM Mary Jo Duffy—Birthday Remembrance
SUNDAY, MARCH 17

The Fifth Sunday of Lent
7:30AM  Mary Falchini—Birthday Remembrance
9:00AM Dec’d of McGinley & Kiernan Families—Mem.
10:30AM  Mary Gianardi—11th Anniversary
5:00PM The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy Parish
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Dear Parishioners:

It's Laetare Sunday, the
Fourth Sunday of Lent. The
name Laetare comes from the
entrance antiphon from Isaiah:
"Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who
love her. Be joyful, all who were
in  mourning; exalt and be
satisfied at her  consoling
breast."

Laetare is the first word
meaning '"rejoice” in the Latin
text. The Church expresses hope
and joy amid our Lenten fasts
and penances on Laetare Sunday
(similarly to the Third Sunday of
Advent's  Gaudete  Sunday).
Often called Rose Sunday due to
the rose-colored vestments. It
indicates a glimpse of the joy
that awaits us at Easter, just
before we enter the somber days
of Passiontide.

The joy of Easter being
around the corner is symbolized
in a few other interesting
liturgical possibilities. During
Lent, the General Instruction of
the Roman Missal forbids
flowers adorning the altar. But
on Laetare Sunday (as well as
solemnities and feasts within the
season), there's a temporary halt
to these acts of penance!

At one time, marriages
were generally forbidden during
Lent. Still, Laetare Sunday was
often associated with a day when
marriages could be celebrated
during the penitential season.
While marriages are now only
forbidden on Good Friday and
Holy Saturday, Laetare Sunday
is still fitting for those wishing to
be married before Eastertide.

Laetare Sunday is the
Church's way of giving us a
"shot in the arm" as we approach
the darkness and horror of the
days through Good Friday and
Holy Saturday. It's an

CMusings

opportunity to savor and keep in
the back of our minds what
awaits us on Easter Sunday —
the reality that Jesus Christ has
risen from the dead and that our
hearts will always be filled with
joy!

We are filled with joy this
Saturday and next Saturday as
our OLM First Communion
Class will make their first
confessions. They, too, will be
filled with joy as they receive the
grace of God's mercy and
forgiveness in  Sacramental
Confession for the first time.
Please pray for them.

Pope Francis said: "I ask
you: have you ever thought that
every time we go to the
confessional, there is joy and
celebration in heaven? Have you
ever thought about that? It is
beautiful and fills us with great
hope because there is no sin to
which we have stooped from
which, by the grace of God, we
cannot rise up again. There is no
person who is beyond recovery,
no one is beyond recovery.
Because God never ceases to
want what is good for us, even
when we sin!"

Have you had a chance to
make a good Confession during
this Lent? If not, there are ample
opportunities.  Confession is
offered daily at 11:45am, every
Monday at 6:00pm with two
priests, and every Saturday at
3:00pm.

On Saturday, March 23,

there will be All-Day
Confessions from 9:00am until
3:00pm  with  four priests

available. During Holy Week,
additional times and priests will
be available for Confession.

As Pope Francis said: "/
ask you: have you ever thought
that every time we go to the

©

confessional, there is joy and
celebration in heaven?" So make
heaven celebrate with joy and
make a good Confession.

Of course, there is also
another occasion of joy at OLM.
Next Sunday is St. Patrick's Day,
so we rejoice for such a glorious
saint. At the 10:30am Mass,
there will be readings in the Irish
language and Irish music. And
we are truly blessed to have
Monsignor Séamus Horgan to
celebrate the Mass. Monsignor
is a native son of Ireland and
priest of the Diocese of Killaloe,
established in the 7th Century.
The Diocese comprises parts of
the counties of Clare, Tipperary,
Offaly, Limerick and Laois.

Monsignor is now the
First Counsellor of the Apostolic
Nunciature of the Holy See to
the United States of America.
This means he serves as the Holy
Father’s personal representative
to the U.S., the Papal Nuncio,
His Eminence Christophe
Cardinal Pierre.

Following the 10:30am
Mass, there will be a reception in
the vestibule. Enjoy the Mass
with its Irish hymns and
readings, and join us in rejoicing
with some Irish Soda Bread and
Irish Coffee in honor of Glorious
St. Patrick. It’s sure to be a grand
time for all young and old.
Remember, you don’t have to be
Irish to celebrate St. Patrick’s
Days, all are welcome!

Be well. Do good. God
Bless! Pray. Fast. Give Alms.
See you at Stations of the Cross
on Friday!

Tt
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%% Act of Penance

AFTER WE confess our sins, it is customary for
the priest to recommend an Act of Penance or
some “satisfaction” for the offenses. This has several
purposes. It helps amend the past. It makes repara-
tion for injury. It puts us on the road to a new life.
And it offers “medicine” to keep us from the same
“sickness.” The Act of Penance reminds us that

sin and forgiveness have a social aspect.

Priests may impose whatever penance they wish.
It should correspond to the seriousness and the
nature of the sins. Traditionally, priests assign
prayer, often three Our Fathers and/or three
Hail Marys. That penance can help us experience
God’s ever-ready mercy, but the unrepentant may
consider the tradeoff worth the sin.

The point of the Sacrament of Penance is con-
version of heart. We confess our sins to experience
God’s forgiveness and to change our way of thinking
and behaving. The confession of sins is about
reconciliation, about taking the steps to change
what was wrong. It’s not about getting cheap
grace so we can go forth and sin some more.

The burden of conversion does not lie completely

with the Act of Penance, but that is a place to begin.

The priest may request a penance of prayer, self-
denial, or service to one’s neighbor. For example,

if your sin is impatience, you might be asked to do
some act of kindness toward those you've offended.
If your sin is overindulgence in food or drink or
the abuse of substances, you might accept a penance
of fast and abstinence. You could also suggest to
the priest a penance you think would help you.

The Act of Penance does not have to make up for
all that we've done wrong. It couldn’t. Only Christ
could do (and has done) that. Rather, the Act of
Penance has a simpler goal. It helps us turn away
from the past and turn toward the future with
the equipment we need to make the journey well.
Bulletin Inserts for the Liturgical Life of the Parish: Sacraments © 2020

Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, All rights reserved.
Written by Paul Turner,

LENT

Pray + Fast + Give

................................................................. $12,254.00

.......................................................................... $3,81800
Total=$.00

OULTCACKH et $1,374.00

March 5, 2023
Weekly....oooveevereecereeeri $19,940.00

Thank You for Your Generous Support!

(3¢

Leave a Legacy of Faith for the next
Generation! Remember Our Lady of
Mercy Church in your will or estate.

A STATE OF HOPE

2024 Catholic Charity Appeal

OLM Parish Goal=$190,000
Pledged to date=$104,549
Number of pledges to date=169
Average gift=$619

2023 Catholic Charity Appeal

OLM Parish Goal=$190.000
Total Raised=$277,255
Total Number of Pledges=480
Average Gift=$578
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OLM FAITH FORMATION

UPDATE

First Communion Class Schedule
Saturday, March 9: First Confession: Last Names A-M
Saturday, March 16: First Confession: Last Names N-Z
Confirmation Class Schedule

Sunday, March 11: Confessions at 6 pm after 5 pm Mass.

For questions and more information please
contact Mr. Jeremy Long, Director of First Communion &
Confirmation at 884-4968 or faithformation@olmparish.org
or Miss Julia Anthon, Directress of Faith Formation, at 884-
4968 or faithformationdir@olmparish.org

*OLM Food Pantry is always in need of food items and paper
goods for the members of our local community. Please place
all donated items in the box in the vestibule of Church or the
box on the porch of Mercy House. All food items should be
unexpired and non-perishable. We also are in need of paper
goods (paper towels, napkins). Thank you for your support.
*OLM Bereavement Group: Our next meeting is on Thursday,
March 21, 2024 at 4:00pm in Mercy House. All those adults
experiencing sorrow, grief or loneliness are most welcome to
attend for prayer and discussion.

eoFor more information, please contact the OLM Outreach
Director, Doug Green at 401-884-4410 or via email at
outreach@olmparish.org

OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL

ESTABLISHED 1951

Vi

Striving to Be Saints & Scholars!

School Weekly Calendar

e Monday, March 11: Student Council
Meeting 2:30-3:15pm, Yearbook Club Meeting
2:30-3:30pm, Chess Master Connections
2:30-3:30pm, The Little Mermaid, Jr. Rehearsal
2:30-5:00pm

e Tuesday & Wednesday March 12 & 13:
The Little Mermaid, Jr. Rehearsal 2:30-5:00pm

e Thursday, March 14: Choir Practice 3:30-

3:15pm, Mock Trial Practice 2:30-3:30pm, The
Little Mermaid, Jr. Rehearsal 2:30-5:00pm

e Friday March 14: No School-Professional
| DF\%

www.olmschool.org

Discover the OLM Advantage!

THE LORD
NEVER TIRES OF
FORGIVENESS.

It is we who tire of
asking his
forgiveness.

Let us ask for the
grace not to tire of
asking forgiveness,
because he never
tires of forgiving.

—POPE FRANCIS

Quoted in the book Fioretti: The
Little Flowers of Pope Francis
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4th Sunday of Lent

The traditional name for the Fourth Sunday of
Lent is Laetare Sunday. This title comes from L aeare
Jerusalem, “Rejoice, Jerusalem,” the first words of
today’s entrance antiphon (brief sctiptural text that is
usually replaced with a gathering song).

As we have reached the midpoint of Lent, we antici-
pate the joy of Easter with several options for soften-
ing our worship environment: rose-colored vestments,
extra music, some floral enhancement.

These are not tequirements, however, and many
parishes choose to stick with purple vesture and a
spate atmosphere.

This bulletin insert was written by Marion Eagen, a hiturgist and musician in the déocese
of Scranton, Pa. © 2002 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Vigginia St. #290,
San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. All rights reserved.

Our Lady of Mercy Church
ST. PATRICK'S DAY CELEBRATION

SUNDAY, MARCH 17
MAsS AT 10:30AM
Mass with Readings & Music in Irish

The Reverend Monsignor Séamus Horgan
Diocese of Killaloe, Ireland
First Counsellor of the Apostolic Nunciature
of the Holy See to the U.S.
Celebrant & Homilist

Reception to follow in Church Vestibule

SOLEMN ST. JOSEPH'S DAY MASS

TUESDAY, MARCH 19,
MAsSS AT 12:05pPM

Mass celebrated in Italian with
Readings & Hymns in Italian

The Most Reverend
Robert J. McManus, D.D., S.T.D
Bishop of Worcester
Celebrant & Homilist

o

A
‘ ‘.
g

Reception to follow in Church Vestibule

65 Third Street, East Greenwich
www.olmparish.org
(401)884-4968

Wy

Stations of
the Cross

Fridays of Lent'at 7:00pm
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Residential #g Commercial
Green World
Landscaping, LLC
Complete Landscaping Services

MOSJ Painting l

Residential Interior & .
Exterior Painting

Decks & Power Washing

LOBSTER & SEAFQOD

Weekly & Bi-weekly Lawn Maintenance Serving East Greenwich &
Spring & Fall Clean-ups - Sod & Seed Lawns Surrounding Towns
Tree & Shrub Planting - Shrub Timming Registered (42328) “Sewr Ty A"
Mulching - Aeration dethatching - RR Tile Walls Il“"l“ Fully Insured
Commercial Snow Plowing Mr. Malcolm Vakalis, 0.P. 401-737-5250

Rg:?:gé\,},goé? 401-487-4160 painr House 401-219-6019 | www.metrolobsterandseafood.com

TOWN LINE catholicmatch’
? f Rhode Island
Best Liquor Store in East Greenwich for : -

Fine Wine, Beer, and Spirits
& 401-884-7517
™ 5782 Post Road, East Greenwich, RI 02818
www.TownlineRl.com

New England
BOILER WORKS
Providing Residential
& Commercial Services
in Rhode Island
& Southeastern MA
For Gas, Oil and
Steam Systems
401-256-9249

Support
Your

Community
...and your Church!

@ Appstore

B e e = rp———— i a—
35231 General Excav. Work
Septic Sytem - New Repairs - Grading Oil change while you wait
Boulder Walls - Stone Steps - Drainage Corrections [Ty peaaeeiony:y alignment specialists
Mat Olson 401.855.3245 "Friendliest place in town”
John Olson 401.525.1022 5601 Post Road - 398-8222

« Professionally Laundered & Pressed

« Individually Packaged and Labeled in Sets
< Door to Door Delivery

« Property Management Rates Available

« Quality, Reliability, Convenience

A Bed & Bath Linen Rental Service Avoid the Hassle and Leave the Linens To Us!
To Order visit us online at www.LinenDrops.com
coupon code: FREE Delivery (a $20 value)
Relax We’ve Got You Covered

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN CUISINE
DE MIMARRIO A TU MESA

) Serving Lunch & Dinner
Family Owned & Operated

Your continued support has not gone
unnoticed by your parish community and

is SO appreciated! e ( ! S
Rosaries From Flowers ; . O L l. E Q
“Handmade from the Flowers 5 { ;- RS T e

Mallory s Army Foundation kEas:a

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

401-828-1005
841 MAIN STREET

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS! R L S0 e e
. 78) 851- . ,
- www.Mal IorySArmy.Com LHEI et GG G e =BG Sl www.CondesaRestaurant.com

a free key-chain with your order

4 (973) 440-8657 « info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send
your email address by text message:

wo SANDY LANE
“W@ MEAT MARKET

Meats, Deli,

Fruits & Vegetables

ATTENTION COMMERCIAL COMPANIES!!
Text MALLORYSARMY to Contact Jani-King of Rhode Island and get Gift Certificates
R28 to ae artea a quote for all your cleaning needs! 459 Sandy Ln.
i (401) 438-6100 Warwick, RI
+Parking Lots  +Driveways www.janiking.com 401-737-4246

™ Sponsor a Child, Oz 0
ynidence Change a Life {3 1% A
Uulreach A Small Organization Doing F’E"’Eﬂﬁ@ =
- Big Things for the Children of Haiti " . "
z Make a Difference in Your Community
b7
K/ Can $5a week VO LU NTE E R Gerry's

3
Wil
change his life? , , Hﬂl
with the American Red Cross XDMﬁlaNﬁ N

. FITIFIIF
'}" f Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer 401-885-6811
Scan to find out how. 594 Ma_in St., East Greenwich
www.ProvHaitiOutreach.org Tues-Fri Barm fpr, Sat 8am-5pm
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Since 1967

a 884-8798

Chef-a-Roni.

Fancy Foods

Featuring regional specialties from Italy,
Germany, Great Britain & Scandinavia
for over a quarter century.

2832 S. County Trail, E. Greenwich

Preschool &

&S %, Child Care Center
» Where every child is made
to feel valued & successful
401-885-PLAY (7529)

6WeeksTo 5 Years
Full Day & Half Day « Summer Programs
www.playgroundprep.com

E|[?)

Consiraction || "bLam Bl
4
glﬁgs 'r lgE‘MEDELgI(g Je. & HEATING

Custom CABINETRY
Rick Wesson, Lic. #17503

www.rileyplumbing.com
225 Middle Road ¢ E. Greenwich, RI

401-884-0970 i 401-138 -1633).

THORPE'S
WINES & SPIRITS

Your Full Service

ELEGANT EVENTS OVERLOOKING

S w Liguor Store
AGANS - _
BanquétRSRale: 1:‘4%T1T—88}21‘E1 100 | 609 Main Street « E. Greenwich

Give Yourself the Gift of Clear Vision
Schedule Your Appointment Today (401) 884-6066

Total Family Eye Care @

Contact Lenses il
i DyRobert er
Q“ahty Eyewear . StephanieSchultz
5393 Post Road ¢ East Greenwich  grroMETRISTS

www.eastgreenwicheye.com

4
==

Quidnessett Memorial
Cemetery
Since 1902
NON-DENOMINATIONAL
401-884-7691
by apppointment
6365 Post Road
North Kingstown, RI
www.qmcemetery.org

Call Today For a Tour!
" Assisted Living and
A h P .. Memory Support
945 Main St.
I]E GR 9 \I;_ I [)Iﬁ } East Greenwich RI
e 401-885-3334

elegance-living.com/senior-living/ri/east-greenwich/achor-bay-at-greenwich

Family Owned & Operated
for 5 Generations Since 1857

= Pre-Planning &
=By ==y Pre-Financing Available
~ - e
Quinn Funeral Homes in Warwick, Smithfield,
North Kingstown, and West Warwick, RI
Traditional Funerals, Simple Cremation & Life Celebration Services
Chirecters Michael E. Quinn e Patrick J. Quinn « Jerome D. Quinn
Christopher P. Quinn « Steven A. DiLorenzo « Chelsea M. Gaudreau
www.QuinnFuneralHomes.com 401-738-1977

@ PHIPPSREA PRI

OUR LADY OF MERCY &

CHOOL

“Our Family Helping Yours
Since 1976”
111Main St., East Greenwich
401-884-1030
www.phippsrealty.com

ESTABLISHED {951

DISCOVER THE
OLM ADVANTAGE

An assisted living residence

Developed by the Scandinavian Home and Steere
House Nursing & Rehabilitation Center

5 Saint Elizabeth Way ¢
401.884.9099  Fax 401.884-7439
www.theseasons.org * A CareLink Partner

The
easons

EAST GREENWICH

CaTtHoLIC » Co-ED
GRADES PRE-K THRU 8
ALL DAY PRE-K & K
Before & After School Care « Busing
Parish Tuition Assistance Available

401.884.1618

www.olmschool.org

East Greenwich, RI 02818

Watson

Mu]@h WWW.WATSONMULCH.COM

PAVERS o NATURAL STONE ¢ BARK MULCH ¢ COBBLESTONE e DECORATIVE STONE
RETAINING WALLS o SCREENED LOAM e STONE VEN EER ¢ BLUESTONE FLAGGING

1500 S. COUNTY TRAIL, ROUTE 2

EAST GREENWICH, RI
401-885-0600

= il

et

DESIGHSATUDRIOS

CESARIO
PAVING COMPANY

Asphalt Driveways, Parking Areas,
SidewalksbSeal Coating, Cement &
o n .

Loam Deli?lely, Snow Plowing & Sandfng
Jim Cesario, Owner, RI Reg. 4541 + Est. 1950

739-4372

91 DEERFIELD DR., WARWICK, RI

CREATIVE » BRANDING
STATIONERY
GREETING CARDS

Distincive Winbow DesiGns

Don Alieri- Usher/St. Mary's

Hlll‘lternouglas 444Budlong Rd,, Cranston, Rl
Wisew aseiens a1 0090

Featuring full lines of Window Shading, Window Treatments,
Shutters, Draperies, Valences, Bedspreads & Curtains.

NOW CARRYING SUNSETTER AWNINGS

Ouer J'_’Gefcs."gn:: .:r?t‘.llr..ll.lu‘i:
EASTER » GET WELL
WEDDING INVITATIONS

COURTESY OF JOoHN PONTE FamiLy
GRATEFUL MEMBERS OF OUR LADY OF MERCY |t e thosc o s

FAITHANDGRACEDESIGNSTUDIOS.COM

LitTLE RED HEN

NURSERY, PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN
AGES 3-6 « 67 YRS OF EXCELLENCE
www.LittleRedHenSchool.com

- Jane Ann Conway, Director

401-884-5486

]
"¢ // 358 0LD FORGERD.
55i./  EAST GREENWICH, RI

/N

RINALDI ROOFING

DONE RIGHT THE FIRST TIME
401-999-2254

rinaldiroofingri.com

Welcome to Our Church!

MB |

Attention Business Owners
and Generous Parishioners!

Jim Bochiechio will be working on setting up the advertising sponsorships
for our bulletin. Please consider advertising in our bulletin.

Advertisements can be purchased for a business, family, or a sponsor ad
can be purchased supporting community service organizations.

We need and appreciate your help.

If you are interested or would like more information,

please call Jim directly at (781) 389-2198 email, Jbochiechio@jppc.net
or consult the parish office.

Thank you in advance for your generous support,
and please patronize our advertisers!

HILL FUNERAL HOME
Michael E. Caparco, 1928~2017
Betsy M. Caparco Harris, Director
Deborah A. Caparco Runshe
David A.

401-884-9222

Ucci, Jr.

946 Our Lady of Mercy, East Greenwich, RI (B)
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www.RIHomesList.com

THE_»T9

MITA

TEAM—

Mike and Lee Mita
OLM Parents 2020, 21, ‘24, ‘29

FB_AGSHIP

Mike: 401-632-7638
Lee: 401-447-3860

John Patrick Publishing Co. « 1.800.333.3166 « www.jppc.net
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