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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 3, 2023

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2
The Mass of Anticipation for 1st Sunday of Advent
4:00PM Josephine Ricci—Memorial
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3
Frist Sunday of Advent
7:30 AM  Evelyn & Michael Simon—Memorial
9:00AM Peter & Gloria Monti—Memorial
10:30AM  Emily Devlin—66th Anniversary
5:00PM The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4

Advent Weekday: St. John Damascene, Priest & Doctor of the Church
7:30AM  Mary Jo Duffy—2nd Anniversary

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5

Weekday
7:30AM  Salvatore DiStefano—33rd Anniversary

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6

Advent Weekday; St. Nicholas, Bishop
7:30AM  Everett Martin—Memorial

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7

St. Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
7:30AM Beatrice Alfano—Memorial

Vigil of the Immaculate Conception of the BVM
5:00PM The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the BVM
7:30AM D’cesd. Of Gallogy & McGarry Families—Mem.
9:00AM Ryan Casey—Memorial
7:00PM Jean A. Collard -Memorial

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9

Advent Weekday; St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
8:30AM Richard Lutfy—Memorial

The Mass of Anticipation for 2nd Sunday of Advent
4:00PM Jeanne Scott—Memorial

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10

Second Sunday of Advent
7:30AM  Norman & Ann Perkins—Memorial
9:00AM Irene Sullivan—2nd Anniversary

10:30AM Margaret B. Devlin—48th Anniversary
5:00PM The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy
]
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Dear Parishioners:

The Holy Season of
Advent begins this Sunday. It is
a season of prayerful preparation
that directs our hearts and minds
to Christ's second coming at the
end of time. It is a time of joyful
anticipation for the anniversary
of Our Lord's birth on Christmas.

From  the Church's
earliest days, people have been
fascinated by Jesus' promise to
return. But the scripture readings
during Advent tell us not to
waste our time with predictions.
Advent is not about speculation.

Our Advent readings call
us to be alert and ready, not
weighed down and distracted by
the cares of this world. Like
Lent, the liturgical color for
Advent is purple since both are
seasons that prepare us for great
feast days. Advent also includes
an element of penance in the
sense of preparing, quieting, and
disciplining our hearts for the
full joy of Christmas.

However, more than any
other season of the year, it is
rooted in the virtue of hope. For
Catholics, the new year begins
not on January 1 but on the First
Sunday of Advent, the day the
Church begins her annual new
cycle of Scripture readings and
worship.

The season of Advent,
deriving  from the  Latin
verb advenire, meaning "to
come" or "to arrive," has a two-
fold purpose: first, to remind us
of the birth of Jesus in
Bethlehem and all that it implied
for the salvation of the world;
and, second, to ready us for
Christ's second coming at the
end of time as king and judge of
creation.

For Christians, the virtue
of hope enables us to face the

CMusings

burdens of daily life, no matter
how heavy.

In his 2007
Encyclical Spe Salvi ("Saved in
Hope'), Pope Benedict reminds
us that "the present, even if it is
arduous, can be lived and
accepted if it leads towards a
goal if we can be sure of this
goal, and if this goal is great
enough to justify the effort of the
journey."

Faith in Jesus Christ leads
us to hope for eternal life.
Christ's life gives our lives
meaning. If we believe in Jesus
Christ, we will have confidence
in the future, no matter how
bleak some days or problems
seem. In the end, Jesus has
already won our salvation and
the happiness that comes with it.

The virtue that Christians
call hope is not a warm, fuzzy
feeling, a sunny disposition, or a
habit of optimism. The great
French Catholic novelist
Georges Bernanos once wrote
that optimism has nothing to do
with hope. Optimism is often
foolish and naive — a preference
to see good where the evidence
is undeniably bad. In fact,
Bernanos called optimism a "sly
form of selfishness, a method of
isolating  onmeself from the
unhappiness of others."

Hope is a very different
thing. It's a choice to trust in God
while judging ourselves and the
world with unsentimental clarity
inspired and reinforced by God's
grace. "The highest form of
hope," Bernanos said, "is
despair, overcome."

Jesus Christ was born in a
stable and died brutally on the
cross not to make a good world
even better but to save a broken
world from itself at the cost of
his own blood. Such is the real

©

world, our daily world, the world
of Christian hope.

As we ready ourselves for
the joy of Christmas this year,
let's live Advent fully and well.
Remember, even amidst a world
often cold and cruel, with war
and violence, suffering and pain,
why, as Christians, we're called
to be joyful. In the end,
Christmas is not about the gifts,
the carols, or the parties, though
all these things are wonderful
signs of joy. Christmas is about
the birth of the Messiah, Jesus
Christ, who brings joy, hope, and
real meaning to a world that
needs redemption. In Christ, and
only in him, is our hope.

We celebrate the
Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary on  Friday,
December 8. It is a Holy Day of
Obligation, and the Mass
Schedule is: Vigil Mass at
5:00PM on Thursday, and on the
Holy Day, Friday, Masses are at
7:30AM, 9:00AM, and 7:00PM.

St. Pope John Paul II said
of this great Solemnity: "The
Immaculate Conception shines
like a beacon of light for
humanity in all the ages. It
guides us to believe and hope in
God, in his salvation, and in
eternal life."

[ am making my annual
retreat with the Trappists this
week at Saint Joseph's Abbey in
Spencer, Massachusetts. Please
pray for me. Remember to get to
Mass on the Holy Day! Do good.
Be well. God Bless. It's Advent!
Pray for the Lord's coming and
prepare the way!

Fotho. Moty
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The Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed V1rg1n Mary

Thursday, December 7
Vigil Mass at 5:00 PMg
Friday, December 8
Masses at 7:30am, 9:00am & 7:00PM

In your charity please pray for the repose of the
souls of the faithful departed especially Ryan P.
Casey whose Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated here last week.

Rest In Peace

WEEKIY. ..ottt $9,120.00
8 ol [P $6,847.00
Total=515,967.00
OULICACKN oottt ettt e e enes $535.00
CCHD ..o $2,483.00
November 20, 2022
WEEKIY ...ttt $15,766.00

WEEKIY ..ottt et $9,026.00
o SRR $4,488.00

Total=$13,514.00
OULICACKH . et e e $312.00
Annual Collection (To Date)......ccccccevvveerrnene $109,159.00

November 27, 2022
WEEKIY. ..ottt e $13,402.00

Thank You for Your Generous Support!

&

Leave a Legacy of Faith for the next
Generation! Remember Our Lady of
Mercy Church in your will or estate.

_Second Collections
This Week: Building & Grounds Collection
Next Week: Retired Religious Collection

THanR You T”" our Contribition - g ot sl

~TU Ul Luuy Ui avivi vy -



OLM FAITH FORMATION

UPDATE

First Communion Class Schedule

Sunday, December 3

2024 Confirmation Class Schedule
Sunday, December 10
Sunday, December 17

For questions and more information please
contact Mr. Jeremy Long, Director of Faith
Formation at 884-4968 or email at
faithformation@olmparish.org

(. )

utreach
_ Upaate

*OLM Food Pantry is always in need of food items and
paper goods for the members of our local community.
Please place all donated items in the box in the
vestibule of Church or the box on the porch of Mercy
House. All food items should be unexpired and non-
perishable. We also are in need of paper goods (paper
towels, napkins). Thank you for your support.

*OLM Bereavement Group: Our next meeting is on
Thursday, December 7, 2023 at 4:00pm in Mercy
House. All those adults experiencing sorrow, grief or
loneliness are most welcome to attend for prayer and
discussion.

eFor more information, please contact the OLM
Outreach Director, Doug Green at 401-884-4410 or
via email at outreach@olmparish.org

OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL

ESTABLISHED 1951

CES

Calendar

eMonday, December 4: Advent Confessions at
12:45pm

*Wednesday, December 6: St. Nicholas Day! St
Nicholas visit to the school

oFriday, December 8: Immaculate Conception
Holy Day Mass at 9:00am (formal uniforms)
eSaturday, December 9: Youth Ministry Meeting
at 6:30pm

Discover the OLM Advantage!
www.olmschool.org

Striving to Be Saints & Scholars!

Rite of Christian Initiation
for Adults

Looking to join the Catholic Church? Want
to learn more about the
Catholic Faith? Interested in Baptism,
Communion or Confirmation?

Come explore the Catholic Faith and
prepare for the Sacraments of Initiation at our
RCIA Class. Classes begin this month. For more
information, contact Father Mahoney at
401-884-4968 or by email:
associatepastor@olmparish.org
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CONGRATULATOIONS TO OUR NEW

OLM ALTAR SERVERS

Gavin Aptt
Andrew Block
Maryna Carrison
Mark Fleury
Declan Lynch
Genevieve Joseph
Susie Mita
Grace O’Connor
Ella Vetovis

ALTAR SERVERS

St Andrew Christmas Novena

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment,
in which the Son of God was born
of the most pure Virgin Mary,
al midnight, in Bethlehem,
in the piercing cold.
In that hour vouchsaie.

[ beseech Thee, 0 my God,

to hear my prayer and grant my desires,

|here mention your request]

through the merits of Our Saviour Jesus Christ
and of His blessed Mother.

Pray 15 Times per Day Amen Pray 15 Times per Day

El

'@:' Advent Wreath

AN ADVENT wreath symbolizes our longing for
the coming of Christ. The wreath is a circle of
evergreen branches into which are set four candles.
Traditionally three candles are violet and one is
rose, but four violet or four white candles may also
be used.

The wreath symbolizes many things. Evergreens
signify God’s enduring promise of redemption,
evident like green branches in the midst of snow.
The circle signifies our hope for the return of
Christ, whose Kingdom will have no end. The
colors of the candles match the traditional colors
of the vesture for the four Sundays of Advent.
Violet garments signify our penitent hope for
salvation. The rose color, which may be worn on
Advent’s Third Sunday, signals that the season is
nearly over—joy is at hand!

The wreath’s most luminous symbol is its growing
light. One candle is lit on the First Sunday of Advent,
two on the Second, three on the Third and all four
on the Fourth. In the northern hemisphere, Advent
comes at a time when the days decrease to their
shortest length. As the hours of darkness increase,
we light more candles on the wreath. The wreath,
which symbolizes the coming of Christ, grows
in intensity as the anniversary of Jesus’ birth
draws near.

The Advent wreath may be used at home or at
church. It should be blessed on the First Sunday
of Advent after the homily at one Mass, at evening
prayer Saturday night, or during a prayer service
including biblical readings and Advent songs.

At home, a family member can bless the wreath.
It may be lit during the evening meal, to remind
everyone of the true meaning of this holy season.

Bulletin Inserts for the Liturgical Life of the Parish: Devotions and Customs
© 2020 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights
reserved. Written by Paul Turner.

HOPE PeAce JOY LOve
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Residential #s Commercial

Green World Residential Interior & ! BUYING & SELLING

Landscaping, LLC Exterior Painting
Complete Landscaping Services Decks & Power Washing LOBSTED & SEAFQOD GoLp, SiLvER & OTHER PREScIOUS METALS
Weekly & Bi-weekly Lawn Maintenance Serving East Greenwich & . LY I '-p OLD, BROKEN, NEW!
"Sext s st ™

Spring & Fall Clean-ups - Sod & Seed Lawns Surrounding Towns 'NBM AL cﬂl"s a : LECTIONS

Tree & Shrub Planting « Shrub Trimming Registered (42328)
Mulching - Aeration dethatching - RR Tile Walls """I“ Fully Insured PLus MoRre
T T Mr. Malcolm Vakalis, 0.P. 401-737-5250 x
Free Estimates. 201-487-4160 paint House www.metrolobsterandseafood.com nl

7,
\Jers Y ndudtries

1240 Pawtucket Ave, Rumford
Call Lee

M.'ﬁ“ A0 . & :
401-434-8900 OO

Oil change while you wait
Premier brake & alignment specialists
"Friendliest place in town”

5601 Post Road - 398-8222

Support

BOI LER WOFE KS
Providing Residential
Yo u r & Commercial Services
C o in Rhode Island
Ommumty & Southeastern MA

Richard E. Olson < k@ EAST WINDS
Excavating

P Over 70 Years Experience DRY CLEANERS ...dil d y our Ch ur Ch ’
5th Generation AND LAUNDRY
ww.reolsonexcavating.com 4619 Post Road

B )
“3231 General Excavation Work East Greenwich, RI
Septic Sytem - New Repairs - Grading Store: 401-884-4866

Boulder Walls - Stone Steps - Drainage Corrections P . _
Mat Olson 401.855.3245 Office: 401-884-1956
John Olson 401.525.1022 www.eastwindsdrycleaners.com

For Gas, Oil and
Steam Systems
401-256-9249
270 Hopkins Hill Rd
Coventry, RI 02816

« Professionally Laundered & Pressed

« Individually Packaged and Labeled in Sets
— < Door to Door Delivery

« Property Management Rates Available

« Quality, Reliability, Convenience

> RO &

Owned & Operated by OLM Parishioner, Sinéad Campion
We invite you to join our fun, engaged & enthusiastic athletic
community which attends to all levels of fitness and age groups.
Please contact sinead@postroadcrossfit.com or
call/text 401.304.5010 for more information.

A Bed & ,3-4,,/, L.,'m,,, Rental Service Avoid the Hassle and Leave the Linens To Us!
To Order visit us online at www.LinenDrops.com

7 ! coupon code: FREE Delivery (a $20 value)
Relax We’ve Got You Covered

SENAL,  Dr. Mary Beth AUTHENTIC MEXICAN CUISINE
(Y Armstrong ? 3 DE MI MARRIO A TU MESA
EINE WINE AND SPIRITS | v dil/gfe,una«g ?{z)na Wd el % Serving Lunch & Dinner
4] . oge, cats, rabbite an 15 Family Owned & Operated
Best Liquor Store in East Greenwich for HoumaL pocket pets .

Fine %q%g;iﬁ;g?;pm“ 42 Benefit St., Warwick

5782 Post Road, East Greenwich, RI 02818 401-409-2562 - Accepting new Patients

. e
www.TownlineRl.com www.apponauganimalhospital.com _ | ‘ (J, h d s &
| E

restaurante mexicano

401-828-1005
721 Quaker Lane West
Warwick, RI 02893

www.CondesaRestaurant.com

SANDY LANE
MEAT MARKET

Welcome to Regency Cigar, your one stop cigar shop with the best ® Meats, Deli,

selections of premium, ultra-premium, and rare cigars available online! ARG Fruits & Vegetables
Contact Jani-King of Rhode Island and get Gift Certificates

(401) 884-7665 - (888) 338-8886 752 Main Street a quote for all your cleaning needs! 459 Sandy Ln.

a . 401) 438-6100 W ick, RI
www.regencycigar.com East Greenwich, Rl 02818 w(,,.,w.j)a,,iking_(om 401 _;";3';07_4243
- Sponsor a Child, @'iﬁ:f@ Ma‘rillor;;s Aﬁmth O({ndal':‘i_on

rOVIOENCE H - =T ; United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Haid-i Change a Llfe " ﬁ“" SEALCIATING Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
A Small O tion D -
Oulreach Big Thirr?gas forr%?uzlé?\illglr:enoc;? %aitl @hﬂaﬁ‘f 3828-1 329 www.MallorysArmy. com+(973) 440-8657 - info@mallorysarmy.org
4 It's easy to join our malhng list! Justsend your email address by text message
7777727774 -Parking Lots _Driveways owt MALLORYSARMY to 22898 o aef startec

ly

Rosaries From Flowers

Can $5 a week s
change his life? e vour Loved On” X il

Dhisions N o

bR 841 MAIN STREET - -
Y Scan to find out how. e e S vo1-885-6811
. www.rczSgarlstE)sgorg%gl'S-“m 594 Main St., East Greenwich
3 3 2 7 'y 5 > o _Fri - -
www.ProvHaitiOutreach.org o ention s adandreceve RN
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THORPE'S

Since 1967 a 884-8798 ELOQUENCE { = . 3\
W Jatey WINES & SPIRITS

Gﬁef-’-u—ﬂorﬁ Ml FINE JEWELRY & GIFTS PLUMBING -

Fancy Foods 5849 Post Rd. E. Greenwich & HEATING -
Featuring regional specialties from Italy, 401-885-9141 Your Full Service

Germ‘-;,g;‘,"o?;? 55:f;gr&cj§fl'r'g'"av’a 36 Ss. CKc;g ;go(‘::’)rl;na‘llons 401 138 1633 ELEGA]I:IIT EVENTS OVEI]?;LOOKING I-“““" Store
q 9 . s ARRAGANSETT DAY - -
PR & ey el 3 Esenuie 401-284-3333 » . J | Banquet Sales - 401-884-1100 | 609 Main Street - E. Greenwich

Pre-Planning &

Family Owned & Operated
= Pre-Financing Available

Preschool &
oo wesson Welcome to Our Church! for 5 Generations Since 1857

3k

&S %, Child Care Center
» Where every child is made 60”5 tru l‘th

to feel valued & successful

=R LlEe ooy
Quinn Funeral Homes in Warwick, Smithfield,
North Kingstown, and West Warwick, RI

b RD X ITIONS ® NG I
[RIRI[E[#) 401-885-PLAY (7529) AD%LgrgM Cl:lsmg?:Y no Traditional Funerals, Simple Cremation & Life Celebration Services
6 WeeksTo 5 Years Rick Wesson, Lic. #17503 Yy recters Michael F. Quinn « Patrick J. Quinn « Jerome D. Quinn
Full Day & Half Day « Summer Programs 225 Middle Road * E. Greenwich, RI Christopher P. Quinn « Steven A. DiLorenzo « Chelsea M. Gaudreau
www.playgroundprep.com 401-884-0970 www.QuinnFuneralHomes.com 401-738-1977

Give Yourself the Gift of Clear Vision
Schedule Your Appointment Today (401) 884-6066

Total Family Eye Care 4 ) OuR D}:}?ﬁlt}:ﬁl}s\' SCHOOL
Contact Lenses @
! Quality Eyewear u SE&EILM ’iﬁ; ey
< b I 5393 Post Road « East Greenwich  gpToMETRISTS
Quidnessett Memorial , A _east icheve. DISCOVER THE
Cemetery ‘I = e greenWI.c = ,c?m - OLM ADVANTAGE
Since 1902 An assisted living residence CATHOLIC » Co-ED
NON-DENOMINATIONAL Developed by the Scandinavian Home and Steere GRADES PRE-K THRU 8
4(131 _884_76911 ;’Ae House Nursing & Rehabilitation Center Bt A;LA?A‘S{ ER'IE'CK & IB( _
)y apppointmen . : ° : erore er dchool Care « busin
6365 Post Road e G.S ) ﬂ S 5 Saint Elizabeth Way ¢« East Greenwich, RI 02818 | pirieh Tuition Assistance Available
North Kingstown, RI 401.884.9099 - Fax 401.884-7439 401.884.1618
WWw.qmeemetery.org EAST GREENWICH www.theseasons.org * 4 CareLink Partner www.olmschool.org
[ THE ORIGINAL | Call Today For a Tour!
THE ORIGINAL B 1500 5. COUNTY TRAIL, ROUTE 2 “Assi‘;te‘zlymgirng il /\ /\,\
\/\7 atson EAST GREENWICH, RI : Memory Suppiil &7 BN
401-885-0600 A I]ChOI’B QV" 945 Maint RINALDI ROOFING
M ] h WWW.WATSONMULCH.COM ' N DONE RIGHT THE FIRST TIME
u C AT GREENWICH # East Greenwich RI
PAVERS » NATURAL STONE * BARK MULCH o COBBLESTONE » DECORATIVE STONE ————— 401-885-3334 401-999-2254
RETAINING WALLS o SCREENED LOAM ¢ STONE VEN EER e BLUESTONE FLAGGING | elegance-living.com/senior-living/ri/east-greenwich/achor-bay-at-greenwich rinaldiroofingri.com
PAVI(I:IESé‘ (?lbl%ANY
America : ;
Ao g o i L,
L d C y :

Loam Deli?lely, Snow Plowing & Sandfng
Make a Difference in Your Community | """ tag" st = 1% ‘s M
91 DEERFIELD DR., WARWICK, RI
Vo I-U N TE E R Distinctive Winpow DesiGNs

. . Don Alieri- Usher/St. Mary's
with the American Red Cross HunterDouglas 5ok, s,y
Winrew rasniens  ge1.090(
Featuring full lines of Window Shading, Window Treatments,
Shutters, Draperies, Valences, Bedspreads & Curtains.

NOW CARRYING SUNSETTER AWNINGS

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

Attention Business Owners LiTTLE RED HEN
d Generous Parishioners! ng?ss?g Zl’s?i{ﬁéﬁ?ﬁ’f?fﬁﬁg
an ) www.LittleRedHenSchool.com COURTESY OF JOHN PONTE FAM]LY

Jim Bochiechio will be working on setting up the advertising sponsorships
for our bulletin. Please consider advertising in our bulletin.

(hetntats,  Jane Ann Conway, Director

AE%T% 101884 5486 GRATEFUL MEMBERS OF OUR LADY OF MERCY
Y¢® // 358 0LD FORGERD.
s374i7~ EAST GREENWICH, RI

Advertisements can be purchased for a business, family, or a sponsor ad
can be purchased supporting community service organizations.

We need and appreciate your help. A »
If you are interested or would like more information, RE/MAX R E l M A x
please call Jim directly at (781) 389-2198 email, Jbochiechio@jppc.net ‘
or consult the parish office. _.'f/ F%GS H I P
o f THE_»T%
' 1
: MITA

TEAM—

Thank you in advance for your generous support,
and please patronize our advertisers!

HILL FUNERAL HOME
Michael E. Caparco, 1928~2017

Betsy M. Caparco Harris, Director

Deborah A. Caparco Runshe
David A. Ucci, Jr. Mike: 401-632-7638

401-884-9222 www.RIHomesList.com Lee: 401-447-3860
946 Our Lady of Mercy, East Greenwich, RI (B) John Patrick Publishing Co. « 1.800.333.3166 « www.jppc.net

Mike and Lee Mita
OLM Parents 2020, 21, ‘24, ‘29
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