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PARISH DIRECTORY

PARISH OFFICE

Father Bernard A. Healey, Pastor.........ccccouu... 884-4968
pastor@olmparish.org

Father Joshua A. Barrow, Associate Pastor.......884-4968
associate@olmparish.org

Mr. David E. Cote, Business Manager...............884-4968
business@olmschool.org

Mrs. Sandra A. Demers, Admin. Assistant........ 884-4968
parish@olmparish.org

Mr. Paul E. Anderson, Facilities Director............ 884-4968
parish@olmparish.org

St. Patrick’s Cemetery Office..........c..........886-5296
parish@olmparish.org

OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Mrs. Michele St. Jean (Grades 1-5)......................884-1061
reled@olmparish.org

Mr. Douglas E. Green (Grades 6-§)........................ 884-4410
confirmation@olmparish.org

OFFICE OF OUTREACH
Mr. Douglas E. Green, Director..............................884-4410
outreach@olmparish.org

MUSIC MINISTRY & CHOIRS
Mr. Henri M. St. Louis, Music Director................884-4968
musicministry@olmparish.org

Mrs. Shirley Medici, Youth Choir Directress....884-4968
musicministry@olmparish.org

OLM SCHOOL
Mr. Patrick H, McNabb, School Principal
Main Office..... 884-1618
Mr. David Cote, Business Manager
business@olmschool.org...........cccccuevvvvvvevveennen. 884-1618

Mrs. Bethany Verret, Office Manager & Admissions Coordinator

office@0lmscho0l.Org........cccvevvvveeeeeeecreeennee 884-1618
. 886-0742

Little Saints & Scholars Program

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 20, 2020

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
Mass of Anticipation for Fourth Sunday of Advent
4:00PM  Michael Alix—Birthday Remembrance
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
7:30 AM  Evelyn & Michael Simon—Memorial
9:00AM  Patrick Sehl—2nd Anniversary
10:30AM Janet M. Fayle—12th Annivesary
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21
Late Advent Weekday/St. Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church
7:30AM  Evelyn & Fred Bouro—Memorial
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22
Late Advent Weekday
7:30AM  Michael Monteleone—Birthday Remembrance
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23
Late Advent Weekday; St. John of Kanty, Priest
7:30AM Jeannine Light—10th Anniversary
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24—CHRISTMAS EVE
Late Advent Weekday
7:30AM  Pat Franzone—18th Anniversary
Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord
3:00PM The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy
5:00PM The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25—CHRISTMAS
The Nativity of the Lord
12:00AM The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy
7:30AM  The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy
9:00AM  The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy
10:30AM  The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26
St. Stephen, The First Martyr
8:30AM Dec’d of the Loeffler & Miller Family—Memorial
Mass of Anticipation for the Feast of the Holy Family
4:00PM Mary Leddy—20th Anniversary
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
The Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
7:30 AM  Catherine McKenna—1st Anniversary
9:00AM Gene & Mary Verri—Memorial
10:30AM  John Bucci—Birthday Remembrance
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ChMercy

Dear Parishioners:

Saint Augustine, the great
Doctor of the Church, asked:
"What greater cause is there of
the Lord's coming than to show
God's love for us?" Upon the
threshold of the coming of Christ
at Christmas, we must ponder
and reflect upon God's love for
us. For on Christmas, the great
feast of the Incarnation, we
celebrate God's love for wus.

With joy, we celebrate
the coming of our Messiah, who
dispelled the darkness of the
world. With faith, we welcome
the Light of Christ that pierces
the darkness of our world's sin
and sadness and the darkness in
our lives. Yes, there are dark
things in our world, but the
celebration of the Lord's Nativity
IS even more extraordinary, for
the Divine Light has come from
Heaven, and we rejoice that "the
darkness has never overcome
it."

The Incarnation, the
doctrine that God became flesh,
and assumed a human nature
becoming a man in the form of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God and
the second person of the Trinity,
is a central mystery of our
Catholic faith. As the Advent
Season quickly ends and the
Feast of the Incarnation arrives
this Friday, let us prayerfully
meditate upon our God who
humbled Himself to become one
of us.

Only then are we indeed
blessed to see how the humble
and tender Christ Child born in a
simple manger pulls us away
from darkness and draws us into
the light of His goodness, peace,
and love. For on Christmas, we
celebrate the reality that Jesus
Christ;, God made Man, is
genuinely present and good!

A

CMusings

God desires to share the
love and communion of his life
with us. He makes himself
accessible in the incarnate
humanity of his only-begotten
Son born on Christmas. He does
so “"that we might share in the
divinity of Christ who humbled
himself to share in our
humanity."

At the heart of the
Christmas story is not merely a
warm sentiment for a tiny child,
or a sense of nostalgia for a
Christmas past. Rather, it is the
reality that because of Christmas,
we rejoice with faith in the
person of Jesus Christ and the
salvation and new life he makes
possible for us.

The English  Catholic
artist, mystic, writer, and poet of
the  20th  Century  Caryll
Houselander reflects on this
reality. Her prayerful poem,
entitled, Be Born in Us, offers a
powerful ~meditation as we
celebrate and contemplate the
Birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
The poem reads:

"Be born in us, Incarnate
Love. Take our flesh and blood,
and give us Your humanity. Take
our eyes, and give us Your
vision. Take our minds, and give
us Your pure thought. Take our
feet, and set them in Your path.
Take our hands, and fold them in
Your prayer. Take our hearts,
and give them Your will to love.
Amen."

| offer thanks to the many
parishioners who support OLM
Outreach, especially over these
last few weeks. Your generous
donations of financial support,
gift cards, food, and paper goods
are much appreciated. It enables
us to help those in need in our
community at the holidays, but
also the many poor, hungry,

©

homeless, and destitute who seek
our assistance daily. In their
name, | offer my sincere thanks
for your mercy and charity this
Christmas.

There are three priests on
Monday night, including outside
confessors, hearing Confessions
from 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.
Seize the opportunity to make a
good Confession before
Christmas.

God's mercy and
forgiveness of sins is a great gift
for Christmas. It's free and
readily available. All you need to
do is deliver yourself to the
Confessional Box on Monday. If
you do, you’ll be able to
genuinely rejoice with Christ the
Savior on Christmas this Friday!

Along with Fr. Barrow,
Fr. Connors, Sister Lourdes, and
Sister Emma, | offer prayers and
best wishes for a Holy and
Happy Christmas Season. Be
assured of our remembrance for
you and your families as we
offer Mass on Christmas.

As we approach
Christmas, | extend St. John
Henry  Newman's  Christmas

Blessing upon you, your families
and all:
"May each Christmas, as it
comes, find us more and more
like Him who at this time became
a little child, for our sake; more
simple-minded, more humble,
more affectionate, more
resigned, more happy, more full
of God. Amen"

A Happy and Holy
Christmas! God’s Blessings!

Tt
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‘MM (Cleekin Collection
P Collection results are unavailable due

to the Christmas print deadline.

Is our celebration of Christmas pagan?

One of the charges against the celebration of Thank You For Your Generous SUPPO'T-'
Christmas alleges that its pagan origins compromise its
celebration. Interestingly for much of American history
Christmas was outlawed by our country because it was &od
considered idolatry. Even today the allegation that
Christmas is merely a pagan holiday is used to discredit
Christianity. Please remember Our Lady of Mercy

The Christian writer G.K. Chesterton once said: Church in your will or estate.
“to complain that Christmas feasts or processions or
dances are of pagan origin is like saying that our legs are

of pagan origin.” For Chesterton and for the Catholic V.iSif the parish websife. today to
Theology, whatever is good, holy and just may not only be find out how the consistency of
preserved but fulfilled. Indeed the Incarnation, which we signing up for Paris.h Giving™ helps
celebrate at Christmas, is the greatest affirmation that our community prosper.

God wants to redeem creation, not destroy it.

Unfortunately what many celebrate today as
Christmas does not even have pagan roots. C.S. Lewis
wrote an interesting article called “A Christmas Sermon
for Pagans,” in which he distinguishes between the true
pagans or Heathens of old and modern people in Britain
who have ceased to be Christians.

To confuse these categories, Lewis says, is “like
thinking... a street where the houses have been knocked
down is the same as a field where no house has yet been
built.” Real pagans differ from post-Christians firstly in

¢ Parish ﬁ/ (5iving

| pravicipote in e
*Elacworic Giving Progron

that they were actually religious. “To [the Pagan] the
earth was holy, the woods and waters were alive.”
Secondly, they “believed in what we now call an
‘Objective’ Right or Wrong,” that is, that “the distinction
between pious and impious acts was something which
existed independently of human opinions.” Finally,
pagans, unlike “post-Christian man,” had “deep sadness”
because of their knowledge that they did not obey the
moral code perfectly. To compensate for this shortcom-
ing, the pagan developed a wealth of ceremonies to “take
away guilt.” 9
The post-Christian world views nature as a “kind The OLM Parish Office closes on
of machine for us to exploit.” The world is no longer Christmas, EVC, Thursday, December 24th

enchanted _and so.the oId_ rituals .and trad.ltlonf lose their at Noon and reopens on Monday,
magic. Lewis provides an interesting solution: “... we shall

have to set about becoming true Pagans if only as a December 28th at 8:00AM.

preliminary to becoming Christians... For (in a sense) all

that Christianity adds to Paganism is the cure. It confirms The OLM Parish Staff wish all OLM
the old belief that |.n this unlv-erse we are up against Ll\{lng parishioners a Merry Christmas and
Power: that there is a real Right and that we have failed , ,

to obey it: that existence is beautiful and terrifying. It Blessmgsfor the New Year in 2021.
adds a wonder of which Paganism had not distinctly Thankyouforyour SﬂppOi’t thisyear!

heard—that the Mighty One has come down to help us,

to remove our guilt, to reconcile us.”
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Update

“Mankind is a great, an immense family. This is
proved by what we feel in our hearts at
Christmas.” — Pope Saint John XXIII

\_

Dear OLM Parish Family,
Thank you for continuing to open your hearts
with generosity and charity for the least among
us. | wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year!

Gratefully,

Doug Green

OLM Outreach Director

“Jesus Christ said of Himself: ‘I am the Living
Bread descended from Heaven.” Therefore,
Bethlehem, the place where our Lord was born,
has been called the House of Bread; for He who
fed our hearts to satiety appeared there in the
substance of flesh.” — Pope. St. Gregory |

We wish all our OLM RE students, teachers and
families a Happy and Holy Christmas and
Blessings of the New Year! May Our Lord Jesus
Christ in the crib of Bethlehem be with you and
yours this Christmas and in 2021!

Merry Christmas!

Mickey St. Jean & Doug Green
Coordinators of OLM Religious Education

OUR LADY F MERCY SCHOOL

ESTABLISHED 1951

“Open wide your door to the one who comes. Open
your soul, throw open the depths of your heart to
see the riches of simplicity, the treasures of peace,
the sweetness of grace. Open your heart and run to
meet the Sun of eternal light that illuminates all

men.”—St. Ambrose of Milan

I wish all our OLM School faculty, staff, students,
families, PTG and School board members, friends
and benefactors, a truly Blessed Christmas and
New Year! Enjoy the Christmas break, it is well
deserved!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Patrick H. McNabb
School Principal

Discover the OLM Advantage at
www.olmschool.org

Striving to be Saints & Scholars!

KD"O
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Our LADY OF MERCY CHURCH
EasT GREENWICH, RHODE [SLAND

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S SCHEDULE

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21
Confessions from 6:00PM - 3:00PM

CHRISTMAS DAY
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25
with three priests Christenas Day Masses at
TA0AM, S00AM & HE30AM
The Solenity of the Nativity of the Lard

CHRISTMAS EVE
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
Vigal Masses at :00PM & 500PM

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
NEW YEAR'S EVE,
DECEMEER 31, 2020
Vigil Mass at 41:00°M

CHRISTMAS NIGHT
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25
Christmas Night Mass at Midnight (livestream)

NEW YEAR'S DAY,
JANUARY 1, 2021
Holyday Masses at 7:30AM & 10:30AM

Happy and Holy Christmas!
THE VERY REVEREND BERNARD A, HEALEY, PASTOR, THE CLERGY,
RELIGIOUS, PARISHIONERS, FACULTY, STAFF & STUDENTS
oF Our LADY OF MERCY CHURCH & SCHOOL

This year was a difficult time for so many in Rhode Island.
It isn't too late for you to make a big difference in 2020!

SHARING OUR GIFT
0

will make a huge difference for

7 QU . <
Year-end giving is a win-win!
o ° lh('.‘u' \\‘Onh'\' Causes:

v Taxadvantages

Fund the Cathotic

¥ Your charity receives much needed funding 1
I Charity Appeal

¥ Yousupport a program that you are passionate about
Tax Advantages:
v Cash: A new $300 charitable deduction is available for

individual noniitemizers, or $600 per married couple,

v IRA: People who are age 70% and older can give up to
£100,000 per year, tax-free, from their IRA to charity,

v Appreciated Stocks: If you have owned the stock for more
than a year, you can deduct the value of the stock on the date
you give it to your charity if you itemize. And even if you don't
itemize, you can avoid having to pay long-term capital gains

taxes on your profits w

Homeless Shelter

¢
Support Keep }’t\

Supporta

the Keat On M Catholic School
for families in \J/

EEP

EAT ON

o KEEP THE
need H

For more information, contact Daryl Thomas

in the Stewardship Office at401-277-2121.

He became small becaude You were dmall -
Underdtand how Sreat Heis
and You will become Sr@&t aJons with Fim
This s how housed are buit
how the Solid walls of a buldng are reised
The Stones brougi to construct
the bllildin5 incroase,
ot too ncreade,UnderStancng ho great Chriot
and how e who appeared tobe dmalli grea,
Ver 5rea’[ indeed. ..

Ot Ausustine (354-430)
fatherd %odor of the Church
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BASLER et | [istening to you | Yﬂ

CHDlngteOver%gerﬂC e | 1S Where we start it
D'r. Kathy L. Basler “ l" i RegFijf;Tss(u“ri?iZS) every ViSit. . &
885-0260 par Hous: EIEIE TR -

Estate Planning Services Accepting new patients

Sheri L. Montecalvo, Esq.

Wills | Trusts | Probate | Medicaid Planning |
Free Consultation

275 West Natick Rd., Suite 500, Warwick, RI 02886

401-286-9992
401-471-6034

-
o OAK —
STREET Doctors for ,
www.EstatePlanningwithSheri.com l HEALTH Adults on Medicare - ﬁ-’

Dére Snduiries < RE/MAX

BUYING - GOLD, SILVER & OTHER PRESCIOUS METALS
7 FLAGSHIP
' THE A»""q

L \Ni&s @'IITA

OLD, BROKEN, NEW! f :
Silverware, Jewelry, Serving Trays, Tea/Coffee Sets "', ' f.»‘
or Pieces, Watches, Half Earring Pieces, Etc. ; i

Buyer & Seller of individual coins and collections \l g ‘L}j rtq TEA TN
Call Lee at 401.434.8900 o . Mike and Lee Mita
i i ilabl | i
Evenlng appomtments available at Ol-,ll' ocation or yours : D{MPE{EHHEHEE EI ,24 ..29

— A

Mike: 401-632-7638

www.RIHomesList.com . A01-447-
EAST PROVIDENCE - WARWICK Lee: 401-447-3860

American Wh at’S My Nam e’)
Red Cross
The #WHATSMYNAME Movement ®
Make a Difference in Your Community [EESSSIGCITIERCISINGIESSUITEEIN || ofconge ihieyouwatt
“What's my name?” before entering BT L= .
VO LU NTEER their vehicle to make sure it is the car To all those
they are supposed to enter. Q‘

with the American Red Cross

essential
#WHATSMYNAME workers O
keeping
us safe,

S
C

ORI Ok I EcTee org CYaRminer In Remembrance of Samantha Josephson

oJojigle][feiggloi(ei gl The Music Manor

Music = Leadership iy

Rhode Island 3626 Post Rd., Warwick, R g
Howie Clift - Alumni OLM .

CatholicMatch.com/dateRlI Providing Workshops & Recitals ﬁ

- Music Lessons g_J7 N serviceis
Ma”OfyS Army FOUnda'ﬁon 2 Workshops for &i ./j \) invaluable &
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying... } Piano, Voice, Guitar, Violin, Ukulele appreciated.

Iign’t]ust Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS! ﬁ & 401-864-8385 Q }\

www.MallorysArmy.com www.musicmanorri.com
(973) 440-8657 Email: musicmanor.ri@gmail.com

il
ater /2sv
i publishing campany, inc.

info@mallorysarmy.org ° ° Gerry's
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just MuSIC Of HOWIe & Fred _ D\Mﬁ |N l_Lm
send your email address by text message: Music For All Occasions - FETTFTIFT
Text MALLORYSARMY to Private Parties - Weddings - Rehearsal Dinners §
298 to aet startea Cocktail Parties - Corporate Events 40.1 -885-6811 .
) 594 Main St., East Greenwich

' o 401-864-8385 _ BEAG| "Wy
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Since

884-8798
& ELOQUENCE | william J Rlley THORPE'S
o0 117y ll FINE JEWELRY & GIFTS PLUMB WINES & SPIRITS
Fancy Foods 5849 Post Rd. E. Greenwich & HE“TIHE -
Featuring regional specialties from taly, 401-885-9141 “ YO-UI‘FU” Service k
Germ:?[r:ry Oc‘;lgeraat (?l:';ﬁ';% ;Ctzrr‘;'”a‘”a 36 SS Cl(t::‘lg?t/o(;t,)mmons mnl ]aa 1688 ELEGT EVENTS OVEELOOKIN quUOr Store
2832 . County Trail, E. Greenwich 401-284-3333 | oo e TS TR ] Banguet Sales - 401-884-1100 | 609 Main Street « E Greenwich
Preschool & 401-398-8020| T,
0 . ITTLE RED HEN T
f”’ Child Care Center wesson NURSERY, PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN ""‘.':.L J},
f g VWhereevery chid is made c 0" stru L‘tl on DACEY Insurance Agency |  Aces -6+ 67 Yes o Exceiience | SR Ay OF MERCY SCHOOL
&“ﬂ to feel valued & successful Aobimions * RemopeuinG < | Home « Auto - Business - Life Insurance |  Www.LittleRedHenSchool.com Rt
401-885-PLAY (7529) CustoM CABINETRY Michael Dacey I, ]ane Ann Conway, Director w
6 WeeksTo 5 Years Rick Wesson, Lic. #17503 631 Main St., East Greenwich, RI 02818 . ﬁ 401-884-5486
Full Day & Half Day « Summer Programs 225 Middle Road ¢ E. Greenwich, RI mike@daceyinsurance.com > 358 OLD FORGE RD.
www.playgroundprep.com 401-884-0970 www.daceyinsurance.com " EAST GREENWICH, RI O?ﬁ%%%ﬁ%%ggfl
A{ e An assisted living residence CATHOLIC » Co-ED
( alabyini Developed by the Scandinavian Home and Steere GRADES PRE-K THRU 8
Citla ;Ag House Nursing & Rehabilitation Center Act Day PRe-K & K

Skifled Nursing &
whabaitation e
R HABALANLETT AN

Short Term Care &
Rehabilitation Services

easors

EAST GREENWICHWww.theseasons.org « A CareLink Partner

401.884.9099 « Fax 4

Long Term Care

CESARIO
PAVING COMPANY

Asphalt Driveways, Parking Areas,
Sidewalks, Seal Goating, Cement &
Landscape Construction, Excavating,

Secured Memory Loss Unit
Hospice Care

860 North Quidnessett Road
North Kingstown, RI 02852

Tel: (401) 884-1802

Diane Gladu, LPN, Admissions Coordinator

Jim Cesario, Owner, RI Reg. 4541 « Est. 1950

739-4372
91 DEERFIELD DR., WARWICK, RI

Loam Delivery, Snow Plowing & Sanding

Rosaries From Flowers

“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

841 MAIN STREET
TEWKSBURY, MA 01876
www.rosariesfromflowers.com
(978) 851-9103
Mention this ad and receive
a free key-chain with your order

Retail

COURTESY OF JoHN PONTE FamiLy
GRATEFUL MEMBERS OF OUR LADY OF MERCY

Wadding Shritations
& SHrlidgy Garids

Log onto
www.jppc.net
conveniently from your
home or office.

Crine Gataday

w

Crine rdring
Orins Rroofing m
All Major Credit 4 ® @ m
Cards Accepted EEEm
L l-_" . .
FREE UPS i,
FRECUN '\ 4 Saint Ellz.abeth _Home
SHIPPING! F Just like family

A non-proficnonsectarian, 501 (¢)(3) charitable
organization and CareLink Partner

4 ~ B
H ILL FUNERAL HOME
Michael E. Caparco, 1928~2017
Betsy M. Caparco Harris, Director
Deborah A. Caparco Runshe
David A. Ucci, Jr.

401-884-9222

FaHOME LOAN

i:.., INVESTMENT BANK"

Mortagage & Home Improvement Lending

W) Suirit Eligalith Home

East Greenwich, RI 02818

www.stelizabethcommunity.org

Auto Lending

=}
T

ComF|ctc Collision Senvice o Fainting
Fred Marsocci » 401-821-4500
405 Washington Street, Covcntrg, Rl

* Short Term Rehab
* Long Term Care

¢ Alzheimer’s Disease
Special Care

One Saint Elizabeth Way

401-471-6060

Distincrive Winpow Desiens
Don Aliri - Usher/St. Mary’
444Budlong Rd,, (ranston, Rl
461-0990
Featuring fulllines of Window Shading, Window Treatments,
Shutters, Draperies, Valences, Bedspreads & Curtains.

NOW CARRYING SUNSETTER AWNINGS

WiamEW PRERUENGE

5 Saint Elizabeth Way e

Before & After School Care « Busing
Parish Tuition Assistance Available

401.884.1618

www.olmschool.org

East Greenwich, Rl 02818
01.884-7439

1500 S. COUNTY TRAIL, ROUTE 2

EAST GREENWICH, RI
s S atson 401-885-0600
MU]@h WWW.WATSONMULCH.COM

PAVERS © NATURAL STONE ¢ BARK MULCH ¢ COBBLESTONE ¢ DECORATIVE STONE
RETAINING WALLS o SCREENED LOAM o STONE VEN EER e BLUESTONE FLAGGING

Fish & Chips Fridays 4pm to 8pm

#5 WALT'S ROAST BEEF

6660 Post Rd., North Kingtown  Call ahead 884-9719

Dr. RoBERT E. MILLER ® DR. STEPHANIE SCHULTZ
COMPLETE FAMILY EYE CARE
CONTACT LENSES ¢ QUALITY EYEWEAR

(401) 884-6066

Fellow American Academy of Optometry
5393 POST RD ¢ EAST GREENWICH, RI

' DELWERYSF.RVICE E|

Ies and service needs?™

We bring the luxury car buying
experience fo you!

)ﬁ“fﬁﬁum
[ “NEWPORT

Mm@ Diriidan aff Priardty As e Gégar

TI33WEST MARM Rk, MIDDLETOW®, I
AM-E1D 3JI3-\'.'| |I"l.| 'iﬂA.MH{WMIET COoMA

BRENTWOOD A
NURSINGHOME L

4000 Post Road, Warwick, Rl « (401) 884 8020
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