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Little Saints & Scholars Program

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
NOVEMBER 29, 2020

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28

Mass of Anticipation for 1st Sunday of Advent
4:00PM Teresa Romano—1st Anniversary
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29

The First Sunday of Advent
7:30 AM  Teresa Romano—1st Anniversary
9:00AM  The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy
10:30AM  Francis X. Ferris—1st Anniversary
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30
St Andrew, Apostle
7:30AM  Mary E. Healey—41st Anniversary
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1
Advent Weekday
7:30AM  Neal J. Armstrong—Birthday Remembrance
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2
Advent Weekday
7:30AM  Teresa M. Romano—Memorial
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3
St. Francis Xavier, Priest
7:30AM  Emily Devlin—63rd Anniversary
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4
Advent Weekday; St. John Damascene, Priest & Doctor of the Church
7:30AM  Special Intention
9:00AM
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5

Advent Weekday
8:30AM  Fr. Stanley T. Nakowicz—9th Anniversary
Mass of Anticipation for the 2nd Sunday of Advent
4:00PM Salvatore DiStefano—30th Anniversary
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6

The Second Sunday of Advent
7:30 AM  Peter & Gloria Monti—Memorial
9:00AM  Kevin Durnin—10th Anniversary
10:30AM  Gay McCreery—Memorial

N

[irst Week of Advent
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Dear Parishioners:

Sunday, we begin the
holy season of Advent, a time to
pause and  consider  the
importance of this time of
preparation and watchful
waiting.

The Advent Season is
often overshadowed by the
"holiday season" as we move too
quickly into celebrating
Christmas. By the time that the
actual solemnity of Christmas
arrives, many of us are
exhausted. We are already tired
of all the "Christmas hype."
Christmas has become
anticlimactic.

The word Advent comes
from the Latin for "coming" or
"arrival.” The Church teaches:
"The season of Advent has a
twofold character: It is a time of
preparation for Christmas when
the first coming of God's Son ...
is recalled. It is also a season
when minds are directed by this
memorial to Christ's second
coming at the end of time. It is
thus a season of joyful and
spiritual expectation."

Advent is a season of
joyful hope, a time of
preparation and waiting as we
prepare for Christ. This season is
not just about preparing for the
birth of Christ at Christmas. But
also the Christ continually being
born in  our midst who
transforms the Church.

In these dark days of the
pandemic, the Church calls us to
gather and quietly wait in hope
for the coming of Christ, Her
bridegroom, the Light of the
World. Is our hope really in
Christ? Do we allow ourselves to
wait in silence and ponder the
great mystery of salvation?

In the darkness, we
watch for the coming Lord. We

A

CMusings

must not let our fears, doubts, or
our busyness distract us from
this  watchful waiting. The
season calls us to be attentive to
our preparations for the final day
and attentive to the quality of our
life in union with Christ.

During these four weeks,
we prepare for the Light, which
comes into the world, both in
Christ's birth and as we await his
final return in glory. I know it is
an enormous challenge to remain
faithful to the Advent season
when we are surrounded by a
society which, while claiming to
be Christian, does not take the
time to reflect and prepare as the
Church calls us to do.

The season of Advent
refocuses us and reminds us that
Christ has changed the world.
Darkness has descended, and the
world itself is quiet. We know
that Christ reigns over all of
creation. We strain in the
darkness to see the Light of
Christ, our coming King.

May our observance of
this season renew us and be an
example of prayer, patience,
silence, and joy in our hurried
and anxious society. May it help
us to see the Light of Christ
amidst the darkness of the
world.

To be sure, Advent 2020
is likely to be very different
amid the pandemic's social
restrictions and isolation from
family and community. Indeed,
we need Christ to come into the
world all the more. However,
perhaps these restrictions afford
us a real opportunity to enter into
the spirit of the Advent season
more fully.

The secular distractions
of parties and shopping are
restricted, and so we have a
unique opportunity to prayerfully

©

and authentically prepare for
Christ's coming.

Let's limit the secular
celebration of Christmas and
take up Advent's call to joyfully,
and patiently, anticipate the real
Christmas. Let's strive all the
more  to make  Advent
memorable. Not only because we
are in a pandemic but instead
because we strive to make more
time for God.

Lets not keep God
socially distant. Instead, let us
take more time in our lives for
prayer, Mass, and Confession.
Let's make it memorable with
more good deeds and acts of
charity for the poor and the
needy, the sick and suffering. As
we reduce the parties and
shopping, let us joyfully increase
faith, hope, and joy in our world,
our families, and our parish.

We sing the ancient
Advent chant, "O Come, O
Come Emmanuel," to remind us
that Christ is coming. May our
Advent prayer and devotion spur
us to an awakening in our faith
life and put us in a 'vigilant'
disposition to wait for Our Lord
Jesus who is coming.

Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI states: "Awaken!
Remember that God comes! Not
yesterday, not tomorrow, but
today, now! The one true God,
'the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob', is not a God who is there
in Heaven, unconcerned with us
and our history, but he is the-
God-who-comes."

Be Well. Do Good. God
Bless.

LA
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May a Catholic be Cremated?

As we continue to talk about the Last Things in
the month of November we come to the topic of
cremations. The quick and easy answer is that the Church
does not forbid cremation, unless it is chosen for reasons
that are contrary to Christian teaching. In fact if a person
were to choose cremation for reasons which go against our
Lord's teaching, such a person would not be fit for a
funeral (since at that point they have, essentially,
renounced his teachings).

What would these reasons be? For instance, one
reason is the disbelief in the resurrection from the dead at
the end of the world. Other reasons would be a disdain for
the body, thinking that the material world is evil, wanting
to spread the ashes over the ocean or keep them at home
(usually this implies a strange anthropology, and a
mistaken view that we become one with the universe), and
S0 on.

Historically and even today the Church prefers
burial of a body over cremation and advocates for it as
much as possible. Cremation should not be seen as another
equal option, but something chosen due to perhaps a lack
of finances (funerals are incredibly expensive), a distant
place of burial (the person wants to be buried back in a
home country), and so on. These are very practical,
non-theological concerns.

The reason why the Church prefers burial of a
body has its roots in theology and this has not changed.
Since Catholics believe in the resurrection of the dead, and
the dignity of the human body as created by God, it is only
logical that Catholicism also holds that the body of a
deceased person should be handled with respect.
Consequently, burning it has not traditionally been consid-
ered acceptable treatment.

For a while the Church forbade cremation
because of its close association with paganism, which did
not believe in the resurrection. This is the reason for the
early Christians in Rome burying their dead separately in
the catacombs. In the past it was automatically assumed
that a Catholic who had himself/herself cremated had
abandoned hope in the resurrection of the body or was
actively mocking it.

In your planning | would suggest the following:
cremate the body after the funeral if possible. This way the
full symbolism of the funeral Mass can be seen by all
those present (sprinkling the body with holy water,
incensing the body, draping a white cloth over the body,
and so on). After cremation the remains are to be treated
with the same respect given to the human body from
which they came. This includes the use of a worthy vessel
to contain the ashes, the manner in which they are carried,
the care and attention to appropriate placement and
transport, and the final disposition. Finally, the cremated
remains should be buried in a grave or entombed in a
mausoleum or columbarium.

(Cleekin Collection

Due to the Thanksgiving
Holiday deadline, the weekly
collection results are not
available this week.

Thank You for Your
Generous Support!

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy
Church in your will or estate.

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR
PLEASE

WEAR A MASK AND
SANITIZE YOUR HANDS

UPON ENTERING
AND EXITING

THE CHURCH
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Luca MICHAEL Fattore
Jack PAUL Rosemark
Jayden SEBASTIAN Wilkins

"Remember, then, that you received a spiritual seal,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
knowledge and reverence, the spirit of holy fear. Keep
safe what you received. God the Father sealed you,
Christ the Lord strengthened you and sent the Spirit
into your hearts as the pledge of what is to come."
—St. Ambrose

OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL

ESTABLISHED 1951

- @Y

Striving to be Saints & Scholars!
Upcoming School Events

e Friday, December 4: First Friday Mass 9:00AM
(livestreamed)
We are looking for substitute teachers for OLM

School. If interested, please contact OLM School
Principal, Mr. Patrick McNabb at 401-884-1618

Discover the OLM Advantage at
www.olmschool.org

(. )

utreach
~ Update,

* OLM Food Pantry is always in need of food and
paper goods for the members of our local
community. Stop & Shop Gift Cards are needed
for Christmas. Please drop them in the safe in
the vestibule and place all donated
non-perishable foods and paper goods in the box
in the vestibule of Church or the box on the porch
of Mercy House.
Thank you for your support!

oFor information, please contact the OLM Outreach
Director, Doug Green at 401-884-4410 or via email at
outreach@olmparish.org

* First Communion Class (2020-21): Family Mass &
Class on Sunday, December 6th at 5:00PM. Only First
Communion students & families may attend Mass,
followed by brief Family Catechesis Class.

eConfirmation Class (2020-21): Next Family Mass &
Class on Sunday, December 13th at 5:00PM. Only
Confirmation students & families may attend Mass,
followed by brief Family Catechesis Class.
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1st Sunday of Advent
ADVENT<

Tnda:.r is the First Sunday of Advent, the first day
of the new lirurgical year.

Advent, which always begins on the Sunday closest
to November 30, dates back to the fourth century.

It is a four-week period of devourt and joyful prepa-
ration for the celebration of Chrstmas and for Christ’s
second coming at the end of time.

Early in Advent, the liturgy focuses our attention on
the second coming. After December 16, it shifts our
attention to the events surrounding the nativity.

:.’ {
) /)

Thix baslietin smsert war westten by Marton Eqpen, a Sfurgiet and srasican in fhe discere
of Seranmton, Pa. © 2002 Resvwrce Pubifoations, Ine, 160 E. Vigpnia St #2590,
Saw Jose, CA 85112, (408) 286-8505, Al rmphis reserved,

Christmas Anticipation Prayer"

el L
-llrliu-rli'ill"ii‘ll-ll'll'l'lllIll'l'lfl'la1|

HAIL AND BLESSED be the hour and
moment in which the Son of God was born of
the most-pure Virgin-Mary, at midnight, in
Bethlehem, in the piercing cold. Inthat hour,
vouchsafe, 0 my God, to hear my prayers-and
grant my desires, through the merits of Jesus-
Christ and His most holy Mother. Amen.
Beginning-on-the feast of St. Andrew, November 30, the

following prayeris traditionally recited 15 times a day
until Christmas}~

v g
Our Lord
Jesus,
Light in the
Darkness

|
THE LIGHT 15 i T

ON FORYQOU

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Confession at Our Lady of Mercy

Mondays at 6:00 PM
Saturdays at 3:00 PM
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BASLER
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Steven M. Basler Surrounding Towns

Dr.Kathy L. Basler H ll l Mf:ﬁéi@j%{%?jip YOIJ.I" health Ell'ld
: 885-0260. ORI 207219601 Well'being is
state Planning Services R
everything to us.

Sheri L. Montecalvo, Esq.

Wills | Trusts | Probate | Medicaid Planning !
Free Consultation

275 West Natick Rd., Suite 500, Warwick, RI 02886

T anen € (401) 536-9357
“SRE/MAX

“FLAGSHIP

N\ MITA

TEAM™T

MOSJ Painting OAK
Residential Interior & =
Exterior Painting o IS-I.I[-'R EET | Doctors for .
Decks & Power Washing ALTH Adults on Medicare
Serving East Greenwich &

BUYING - GOLD, SILVER & OTHER PRESCIOUS METALS
OLD, BROKEN, NEW!
Silverware, Jewelry, Serving Trays, Tea/Coffee Sets
or Pieces, Watches, Half Earring Pieces, Etc.
Buyer & Seller of individual coins and collections

Call Lee at 401.434.8900

Evening appointments available at our location or yours

Mike and Lee Mita
OLM Parents 2020, 21, ‘24, 29

3 RIH T Mike: 401-632-7638
WWW, c . a01-447-296
EAST PROVIDENCE - WARWICK RS Lee: 401-447-3860

American Wh at’S My Nam e?

/ Red Cross
e

The #WHATSMYNAME Movement .
Make a Difference in Your Community [EESSSIGCITIERCISINGIESSUITEEIN || ofconge ihieyouwatt
“What's my name?” before entering BT L= .
VO LU NTEER their vehicle to make sure it is the car To all those
they are supposed to enter. a’

with the American Red Cross

essential
#WHATSMYNAME workers O
keeping
us safe,

ORI Ok I EcTee org CYaRminer In Remembrance of Samantha Josephson

ololigle)[[dgalei{1 sl The Music Manor

Music = Leadership g
Rhode Island 3626 Post Rd., Warwick, R "‘ﬁ Q‘
' Howie Clift - Alumni OLM ﬁ \
CatholicMatch.com/dateRlI Providing Worksf’OPS&Rec’tals G your
Mallorve Army Foundati JyMuszc Lessons & 77 service is
allory s Army roundarion Workshops for = ./j invaluable &
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying... } Piano, Voice, Guitar, Violin, Ukulele appreciated.
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS! 401 _864_8385 } s
. www.MallorysArmy.com ﬁ 83 www.musicmanorri.com Q wmmm ine.
: (973) 440-8657 Email: musicmanor.ri@gmail.com
info@mallorysarmy.org ° ° Gerry's
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just MuSIC Of HOWIe & Fr € mm |N M
send your email address by text message: Music For All Occasions TITIEETS
Text MALLORYSARMY to Private Parties - Weddings - Rehearsal Dinners § 401-885-6811

Cocktail Parties - Corporate Events j 594 Main St.. East Greenwich
E] 401'864'8385 3 & | Tues-Fri gjrr]v},-égrr]n,cfgste%am—Spm
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Since

884-8798
& ELOQUENCE | william J Rlley THORPE'S
o0 117y ll FINE JEWELRY & GIFTS PLUMB WINES & SPIRITS
Fancy Foods 5849 Post Rd. E. Greenwich & HE“TIHE -
Featuring regional specialties from taly, 401-885-9141 “ YO-UI‘FU” Service k
Germ:?[r:ry Oc‘;lgeraat (?l:';ﬁ';% ;Ctzrr‘;'”a‘”a 36 SS Cl(t::‘lg?t/o(;t,)mmons mnl ]aa 1688 ELEGT EVENTS OVEELOOKIN quUOr Store
2832 . County Trail, E. Greenwich 401-284-3333 | oo e TS TR ] Banguet Sales - 401-884-1100 | 609 Main Street « E Greenwich
Preschool & 401-398-8020| T,
0 . ITTLE RED HEN T
f”’ Child Care Center wesson NURSERY, PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN ""‘.':.L J},
f g VWhereevery chid is made c 0" stru L‘tl on DACEY Insurance Agency |  Aces -6+ 67 Yes o Exceiience | SR Ay OF MERCY SCHOOL
&“ﬂ to feel valued & successful Aobimions * RemopeuinG < | Home « Auto - Business - Life Insurance |  Www.LittleRedHenSchool.com Rt
401-885-PLAY (7529) CustoM CABINETRY Michael Dacey I, ]ane Ann Conway, Director w
6 WeeksTo 5 Years Rick Wesson, Lic. #17503 631 Main St., East Greenwich, RI 02818 . ﬁ 401-884-5486
Full Day & Half Day « Summer Programs 225 Middle Road ¢ E. Greenwich, RI mike@daceyinsurance.com > 358 OLD FORGE RD.
www.playgroundprep.com 401-884-0970 www.daceyinsurance.com " EAST GREENWICH, RI O?ﬁ%%%ﬁ%%ggfl
A{ e An assisted living residence CATHOLIC » Co-ED
( alabyini Developed by the Scandinavian Home and Steere GRADES PRE-K THRU 8
Citla ;Ag House Nursing & Rehabilitation Center Act Day PRe-K & K

Skifled Nursing &
whabaitation e
R HABALANLETT AN

Short Term Care &
Rehabilitation Services

easors

EAST GREENWICHWww.theseasons.org « A CareLink Partner

401.884.9099 « Fax 4

Long Term Care

CESARIO
PAVING COMPANY

Asphalt Driveways, Parking Areas,
Sidewalks, Seal Goating, Cement &
Landscape Construction, Excavating,

Secured Memory Loss Unit
Hospice Care

860 North Quidnessett Road
North Kingstown, RI 02852

Tel: (401) 884-1802

Diane Gladu, LPN, Admissions Coordinator

Jim Cesario, Owner, RI Reg. 4541 « Est. 1950

739-4372
91 DEERFIELD DR., WARWICK, RI

Loam Delivery, Snow Plowing & Sanding

Rosaries From Flowers

“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

841 MAIN STREET
TEWKSBURY, MA 01876
www.rosariesfromflowers.com
(978) 851-9103
Mention this ad and receive
a free key-chain with your order

Retail

COURTESY OF JoHN PONTE FamiLy
GRATEFUL MEMBERS OF OUR LADY OF MERCY

Wadding Shritations
& SHolidgy Garids

Log onto
www.jppc.net
conveniently from your
home or office.

Crine Gataday

w

Crine rdring
Orins Rroofing m
All Major Credit 4 ® @ m
Cards Accepted EEEm
L l-_" . .
FREE UPS i,
FRECUN '\ 4 Saint Ellz.abeth _Home
SHIPPING! F Just like family

A non-proficnonsectarian, 501 (¢)(3) charitable
organization and CareLink Partner

4 ~ B
H ILL FUNERAL HOME
Michael E. Caparco, 1928~2017
Betsy M. Caparco Harris, Director
Deborah A. Caparco Runshe
David A. Ucci, Jr.

401-884-9222

FaHOME LOAN

i:.., INVESTMENT BANK"

Mortagage & Home Improvement Lending

W) Suirit Eligalith Home

East Greenwich, RI 02818

www.stelizabethcommunity.org

Auto Lending

=}
T

ComF|ctc Collision Senvice o Fainting
Fred Marsocci » 401-821-4500
405 Washington Street, Covcntrg, Rl

* Short Term Rehab
* Long Term Care

¢ Alzheimer’s Disease
Special Care

One Saint Elizabeth Way

401-471-6060

Distincrive Winpow Desiens
Don Aliri - Usher/St. Mary’
444Budlong Rd,, (ranston, Rl
461-0990
Featuring fulllines of Window Shading, Window Treatments,
Shutters, Draperies, Valences, Bedspreads & Curtains.

NOW CARRYING SUNSETTER AWNINGS

WiamEW PRERUENGE

5 Saint Elizabeth Way e

Before & After School Care « Busing
Parish Tuition Assistance Available

401.884.1618

www.olmschool.org

East Greenwich, Rl 02818
01.884-7439

1500 S. COUNTY TRAIL, ROUTE 2

EAST GREENWICH, RI
s S atson 401-885-0600
MU]@h WWW.WATSONMULCH.COM

PAVERS © NATURAL STONE ¢ BARK MULCH ¢ COBBLESTONE ¢ DECORATIVE STONE
RETAINING WALLS o SCREENED LOAM o STONE VEN EER e BLUESTONE FLAGGING

Fish & Chips Fridays 4pm to 8pm

#5 WALT'S ROAST BEEF

6660 Post Rd., North Kingtown  Call ahead 884-9719

Dr. RoBERT E. MILLER ® DR. STEPHANIE SCHULTZ
COMPLETE FAMILY EYE CARE
CONTACT LENSES ¢ QUALITY EYEWEAR

(401) 884-6066

Fellow American Academy of Optometry
5393 POST RD ¢ EAST GREENWICH, RI

' DELWERYSF.RVICE E|

Ies and service needs?™

We bring the luxury car buying
experience fo you!

)ﬁ“fﬁﬁum
[ “NEWPORT

Mm@ Diriidan aff Priardty As e Gégar

TI33WEST MARM Rk, MIDDLETOW®, I
AM-E1D 3JI3-\'.'| |I"l.| 'iﬂA.MH{WMIET COoMA

BRENTWOOD A
NURSINGHOME L

4000 Post Road, Warwick, Rl « (401) 884 8020
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